The Cftm Empire
proud mountain scenery, but the Emperor demanded it of his architects. The result is that the site has gained in historical grandeur and the mountain has lost some of its splendour, to become merely a framework, a back-cloth, a setting. . • •"
The expedition did not obtain permission to excavate on the tumulus. This had, however, been opened for the first time three years after the king's death and again on several occasions in the nineteenth century, when it was pillaged. It is very unlikely that the French archaeologists would have made any startling discoveries. Even a few modest remains, though, would have given an idea of the style of the period.
Shih Huang-ti died in 210 during a journey to the shores of the Eastern Sea in search of an elixir of immortality said to be found on an island there. Death overtook him one thousand six hundred and fifty Us (about five hundred and thirty miles) from his capital. To avoid any disturbances or uprisings which his death might cause, the eunuchs decided to keep it secret. The coffin was transported in the Imperial carriage and hidden behind drawn curtains. Meals were served to the dead Emperor and the mandarins continued to make their reports and present their requests, the answers being supplied by the Grand Eunuch concealed inside. The great heat of the summer, however, soon made the stench unbearable and so a great load of salt fish was purchased and loaded on to the other carriages to disguise it. Thus the all-powerful despot, still commanding in death, took the long road home to his last resting-place where, amidst his inestimable treasure of gold, precious stones and jewels, he continued to reign over the earth and heaven whose images surrounded him.
In 207 a palace revolt, led by Hiang-yu, put an end to the 'dynasty by assassinating Enh Shih Huang-ti. Hiang-yu opened up the tomb and took possession of the Imperial seal which had been artistically engraved on jade by Li-Ssu. Like all Chinese seals this was square and its handle was formed by five intertwined dragons. It bore an inscription: "By the decree of Majestic Heaven the Sovereign Emperor hath long f                                 225overed passage-ways, as
